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<, The Ref’s Report
Foatball May 2025

FAR NORTH COAST Volume 1 — Edition 2

Dear Match Officials,

Welcome to our second ‘The Ref’s Report’ for 2025. The season has kicked off — albeit
with a bit of a stutter due to persistent wet weather and unplayable fields. While this has
certainly tested our patience and flexibility, I want to thank each of you for your continued
commitment to officiating and supporting community football during these disrupted
opening rounds.

As we work through the early challenges, strong two-way communication remains
essential. Please ensure you are regularly checking in with Steve Mackney at Football Far
North Coast and responding promptly to any communications. One key aspect of this is
keeping your Schedula availability up to date and accurate, and accepting your
appointments as designated by Steve. This helps with scheduling efficiency and ensures
matches proceed smoothly.

Every match you officiate — whether it’s Grade 12s or Premier League — deserves the same
level of focus and professionalism. Use each game as a learning opportunity. Self-review
your performance, seek feedback, and be open to applying it constructively. Growth in
officiating doesn’t happen overnight, but consistent effort makes a huge difference.

In particular, I encourage you to concentrate on improving the following key areas:

Your knowledge and application of the Laws of the Game

Positioning — anticipating play and adjusting quickly

Whistle tone and intensity — clear, confident signals matter

Player management — staying composed and communicating effectively

Thanks again for taking on this responsibility and for your contribution to the local
football community. Your role is critical to the game, and we appreciate everything you do
each weekend.

Keep up the great work — and let’s make this season count.

Lee MacMaster — Match Officials Development Officer - 2025

Players' Equipment & Jewellery

A reminder that ALL players must comply with Law 4. Jewellery is strictly prohibited during
play for safety reasons. This includes all forms of visible jewellery such as necklaces, rings,
bracelets, earrings, leather bands, and rubber bands. Using tape to cover jewellery is NOT
permitted.

Action by the Referee if Player Wears Jewellery:

1. Pre-match inspection:
o Referees must check players' equipment during the pre-match inspection.
o Jewellery must be removed before kick-off.

2. If discovered during the match:
o Stop play only if necessary (e.g., unsafe situation).
o Instruct the player to remove the jewellery immediately.
o The player must leave the field to correct equipment if they cannot remove it
immediately.
o Player can only re-enter with the Referee's permission, after complying.

3. Disciplinary action:
o No automatic caution is required unless the player refuses to comply or delays the
restart of play.
o Persistent non-compliance can lead to a caution for unsporting behaviour or delaying
the restart.




Test Your Knowledge: Law 13 — Free Kicks (answers on page 3)
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1. During a quick free kick, an opponent is closer than 9.15 m and deliberately intercepts the ball. What is

the correct referee decision?

A) Allow play to continue

B) Award a retake of the free kick

C) Caution the opponent for delaying the restart of play

D) Caution the opponent for failing to respect the required distance

2. In which of the following situations must the free kick be retaken?

A) A free kick is taken and the ball rebounds from the referee and goes directly into the goal

B) A free kick is taken quickly and an opponent who is retreating blocks the ball unintentionally

C) The referee signals for a ceremonial free kick but the team takes it quickly before the whistle

D) A direct free kick is taken inside the kicker’s own penalty area and it goes directly into the opponent's goal

3. In a defensive wall of 3 or more players, how far must attacking players remain away from the wall?

A) 1 metre
B) 0.5 metres
C) 2 metres

D) There is no specific distance for attackers from the wall

4. During a direct free kick, the ball goes directly into the team's
own goal without touching any other player. What is the correct decision?

A) Award a corner kick to the opponents

B) Retake the free kick

C) Award a goal

D) Award an indirect free kick to the opponents

5. At a quick free kick, if the ball hits an opponent standing less than

9.15 m away who did not have time to retreat, what is the referee's action?

A) Stop play and caution the opponent

B) Allow play to continue unless the opponent deliberately stops the ball

C) Always retake the free kick
D) Award an indirect free kick to the attacking team

The Quick Free Kick

A midfielder was fouled just outside the box.
Before the referee had a chance to step in, the
player tapped the ball forward and took a quick
shot — which landed in the net. He wheeled off in
celebration... but the whistle had already gone for
the foul.

The referee had planned to manage the wall and
possibly book the defender. The attacking team felt
robbed, even though the referee was technically
correct.

Insight: According to Law 13, a quick free kick can
be taken unless the referee has delayed the restart
(e.g., for a card or wall). If the referee intervenes,
the attacking team loses that quick option.
Awareness and communication here are key —
sometimes letting the advantage play out brings
better game flow.

Upcoming Match
Officials Training

The May online training

session is coming up on

Monday 26 May from

6pm — 7pm. A link to join the online session
will be sent soon.

Hopefully most of our match officials can
attend this session and future training sessions
this season. Coming up:

> Monday 30 June - Theory & Practical
Session (Venue TBA)

> Monday 28 July - Online Session

> Monday 25 August - Theory & Practical
Session (Venue TBA)

> Monday 22 September — Online Session




As we move into the season, it is encouraging to see match officials
continuing to uphold the integrity, spirit, and professionalism that define
Football Far North Coast. Your efforts each week ensure that our local
football community experiences the game at its best.

This month, I want to share some timeless wisdom from one of the greatest
referees the game has ever seen — Pierluigi Collina. Known for his
commanding presence, razor-sharp focus, and unwavering fairness,
Collina set the gold standard for football officiating.

Here are his five best pieces of advice that continue to resonate across all levels of refereeing:

1. Be Mentally Prepared
“You must be ready for the unexpected. Don’t simply react—anticipate.”

Preparation isn’t just about fitness and the laws of the game. It’s also about mental sharpness. Go into
every match with a mindset ready for any situation. Mental readiness reduces mistakes and builds your
confidence.

2. Communication is Key
“Respect is not automatic. You earn it with every decision, every word, every whistle.”

Collina emphasised clear, calm, and respectful communication. Whether managing players or engaging
with coaches, how you speak—and how you listen—can defuse tension and foster respect. Your body
language and tone matter as much as your decisions.

3. Be Decisive and Stay Calm Under Pressure
“When you make a decision, make it with conviction. Doubt is the enemy of authority.”

In pressure moments, hesitation can undermine your credibility. Collina teaches us that even when you’re
uncertain, showing calm and confidence reassures players and coaches that you are in control. Mistakes
happen—but how you carry yourself matters just as much as the call.

4. Know the Laws—and Understand the Game
“The rules are the same everywhere. But understanding the spirit of the game is what makes a great referee.”

Collina believed that referees must go beyond the rulebook. Understanding tactics, player psychology, and
the flow of the match allows you to apply the laws with wisdom. It's not just about what the rule says, but
what it means in context.

Answers: Test Your Knowledge: Law 13 — Free Kicks

5. Protect the Game and the Players (Page 2)
« . ) .
We af’e guardians of the game’s fairness and Q1. Correct Answer: D
safety. If the opponent deliberately prevents the free kick being taken

) . . or interferes while being closer than 9.15 m, the referee must
As a referee, you play a vital role in creating | caution for not respecting the distance.

a safe, respectful environment. Collina’s | Q2.¥ Correct Answer: C )
legacy reminds us that it’s not only about | When the referee has indicated that the kick will ¥
enforcing rules—it’s about preserving the be on the whistle (ceremonial), the free kick must [ 2

game’s integrity- Be firm When necessary’ not be taken before the referee's Sigl’lal. If taken
especially with unsporting behaviour, and | €arly, it must be retaken.

always act with the good of the game in mind. | @3- Correct Answer: A ]
Attacking players must be at least 1 metre away

from the defensive wall of 3 or more players until

the ball is in play.

Q4. 7 Correct Answer: A

If a direct or indirect free kick is kicked directly

into the team's own goal, the result is a corner

kick for the opponents.

Q5. </ Correct Answer: B

If a free kick is taken quickly and an opponent is less than
9.15 m away but did not have time to retreat, play is allowed
Page 3 to continue unless the opponent deliberately interferes.




Introducing our Regional Referee Education & Development Officer — Mark Carter

The primary purpose of the Regional Referee Education and Development Officer is to
apply professional management and education practices to achieve improvements in
the standard of officiating by referees and assistant referees at premier and
community football level across Football Mid North Coast, Football Far North Coast, e
North Coast Football and NNSWF — Northern Inland.

NORTHERN
Part of Mark’s role is to attend grounds and assess/coach/mentor referees within the NSW
. s . FOOTBALL
four regional zones whenever he is in that area. Mark will also develop and run a
Regional Referee Development Panel for identifying match officials to assist with further

development opportunities and coaching.

Mark is a current NPL Men’s 1%t Grade referee, with over 100 matches officiated in REFEREE
the centre, He has been fortunate enough to officiate the NPL Men’s 1st grade NORTHERN Ng
Grand Final in 2022, where he was awarded the NNSWF Referee of the Year. //
Mark has officiated at 3 National Youth Championships and has been involved
in numerous matches involving A-League opposition. Mark is a FA Level 1

(T2 in the new pathway) Referee, Level 2 (T1) Assessor and an Instructor, which is
used to deliver C3 and C4 referee courses. Mark was also the Branch Coach at
Macquarie Football Referees, as well as the Youth (U18s) and Reserve Grade Panel Coach in 2023 and
2024.

We welcome Mark and look forward to his support and impact on our FFNC match officials.

What is the correct ball position for a corner kick? (Law 17)

The position of the ball for a corner kick is correct as long as part of the
ball touches the corner area OR touches or overhangs the corner arc
(line) in the air.

Law 17 does NOT require that the ball:
& is wholly inside the corner area
& touches the corner arc

PRACTICAL ADVICE
FOR MATCH OFFICIALS

If the ball touches the ground outside the corner area, with part of the
What is the correct ball ball overhanging the corner arc, its position is correct.

position for a corner kick?

How does the referee decide to play advantage when an
offence occurs?

APPLY ADVANTAGE OR STOP PLAY 7
The referee takes into consideration whether playing advantage
will benefit the non-offending team and:
W the severity of the offence - if the offence warrants a
sending-off, the referee must stop play and send off the player

unless there is a clear opportunity to score a goal PRACTICAL ADVICE
W the position where the offence was committed - the closer to FOR REFEREES
the opponents’ goal, the more effective the advantage can be oW tloes thalt:foree decide
“ the chances of an immediate, promising attack to play advantage when
W the atmosphere of the match an offence occurs?
What would you do? Suggested Actions — 1. Approach the player
In the final minutes of a closely contested match, a player from the calmly and use your body language and voice
winning team is about to be interchanged. As he walks off the field, to indicate urgency. 2. Show the yellow card
he intentionally takes a very long time, slowly clapping to the crowd to the player for delaying the restart of play.

. . ’ 3. Ensure the interchange proceeds quickly
and ignoring the referee’s request to hurry up. L

after the caution is issued.




From Steve Mackney — General Manager, Football Far North Coast
Match Officials, please take note of the following points from Steve:

a Please look like a Match Official (MO) who takes the role seriously - shirt tucked in, socks up, clean BLACK
boots;

a ONLY wear approved clothing (e.g. MO shirt, shorts, socks) and IF you wear a cap or jacket, these need to be
‘official’ items, not one badged as Nike or your footy team,;

a Get to your game promptly. It is not a good look when Steve Mackney gets a call 5 minutes before the
scheduled kick-off, asking ‘Where is the referee for our game?’

a CHECK the details on match sheets PRIOR to the match (and ask coaches to correct if something is not right)
and CHECK details AFTER the match. Care is required with notation of (1) Goal scorers (2) Cards (3) Result

a Confirm that BOTH teams have a nominated and VISIBLE Ground Official (If not, ASK why not?);

a Confirm that BOTH teams have a player WEARING a Captain’s Armband (if not ASK why not?);

a CHECK that the number of players listed on the match sheet reconciles with the number written on the
match sheet (cannot be more than 16) AND also the number of team officials (cannot be more than 3);

Qa Be tuned into the shirt numbers (and names/numbers notated on match sheets) as we have already had
SEVERAL examples of a player who is found to be wearing a different number shirt than notated on the
match sheet (typically found when a goal scorer is a player NOT noted on the match sheet);

a DON’T allow names to be added to a match sheet beyond when you have collected it from each team;

a YOU are in charge of match sheet books once they are given to you before kick-off, until you complete the
details after the match;

a Call players to the Technical Area ‘at least 5 minutes before KO’, complete the toss of the coin, and have
players walk onto the field (to the edge of the centre circle) and have players do the FIFA handshake. Let’s
ALL be consistent with this!!

a Make sound decisions and be confident with how you use your whistle;

a Be mobile and enthusiastic during a game (DON’T stand in the centre circle or well away from the action)

a ASK for help (or support) if you are unsure of something or have any concerns. Lee or Steve or a senior
referee can typically help. s

a GREEN SHIRT JUNIOR Match Officials are asked to wear a RESPECT armband; (@

a GIVE feedback (best by e-mail) to Lee or Steve (or both) where appropriate;

a Parents are acknowledged as having a vested interest in the well-being of JUNIOR match officials, but please
understand that YOU are the match official and Football Far North Coast has an obligation to adhere Football
Australia Regulations and the reality is that there is no consideration to ‘report to parents’, even when it may
seem logical to parents that FENC (e.g. Steve as the manager) should do so;

a FFNC has some gear and will sell at about 50% of the normal retail cost, but there is not an unlimited stock,
so plan ahead IF you want to purchase items such as rain jackets, caps or other.

How can I assist you? ..;‘ Y Jewellery Worn by Referees:
| ‘ ¢ Referees and match officials are also
As your Match Officials Development [ § U ) | prohibited from wearing jewellery, except
Officer this year, I would love to know < for:

how can assist you to improve your

» Medical alert items, if necessary, but

refereeing. Please don’t hesitate to reach should be safely secured.

referees.coach@ffnc.net.au or

> Smart watches, fitness trackers, or

out to me for support - . . .
communication devices approved for

match duties.
0477317798

Match officials should set an example and must
not wear visible jewellery (like rings, earrings,
chains, bracelets) during the match.
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